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Directors of Santamore Surgical Hospital,
Leaders present,

Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I give my remarks, allow me on behalf of the Ministry of
Health, and on my own behalf, to send my sincere condolences
to the family and friends of His Excellency John Obiero
Nyangarama, the Governor of Nyamira County who passed on
this morning. I also wish to condole with the people of Nyamira
and the Council of Governors for the loss. His Excellency
Nyangarama was a great political leader who cared deeply for
his people and he will indeed be missed by many. If you will
recall during the World Aids Day on December 1, 2020, that was
marked in Nyamira and attended by my top ministry officials led
by the PS, the Governor was also in attendance. Governor
Nyangarama assured the residents of his County’s readiness in
combating the Covid-19 pandemic. He went on to enumerate
what his County government had done to battle the disease.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.
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I now request you to remain up standing so that we

honour this great leader by observing a minute of

silence.

I thank you.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to preside over the official opening of
the Santamore specialized Surgical hospital here in Murang’a
County. I am pleased to note that this hospital will be focusing
on orthopedic, general surgery, spine surgery, Eye, Nose and
Throat (ENT), laparoscopy as well as maternity. This is a good

case of private sector identifying an opportunity and running
with it.

For a long time, this County, and indeed most of the Mt. Kenya
region has had numerous deaths arising from traumatic road
accidents and other causes requiring surgical procedures.
Indeed, death by accidents has even been a subject of popular

folklore and music by artists from this region. I am reminded of
3
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DK, Daniel Kamau's song, Ikl cia mitokaa, in which he sings of
the loss of a loved one not too far from here, just down the road
at Kariglini. DK comes from Mabanda in Gatanga, not too far
from here and knows the bad situation of this section of
Muranga road. He composed a song to express what many in
this region expressed then, and continue to face even today.
Not too long ago, my home county lost a great leader from
another road accident not too far from here. We know that
many who die or become paralysed because of injuries sustained
from tragic accidents would not suffer the pain of losing lives, or

life-long consequences, had they received immediate emergency
care.

Incidentally, it was yet another son of this great county, John
Ndichu, who sang a song on the difficulties of child birth in his
hit song, Thiina wa John wa Ndichu. Although the circumstances
he described in the song have nothing to do with this county, he
captured a concern of many a couple, who seek maternity
services under difficult circumstances. In most instances, when
that hour comes, one needs services that are accessible and

affordable. This is why, hospitals such as the one we are
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opening today are important in our healthcare system. Private

facilities complement our public facilities and they are important
in our overall ecosystem.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to congratulate the five directors who have put up this

facility, with the vision of providing quality, and affordable
maternity and surgical services.

As private providers, you play a critical role in health care service
delivery at both the County and National level. It is gratifying
to note that you are setting up this facility at a time when we
are battling COVID-19, a disease that has had tremendous
impact on our lives. Businesses have particularly suffered
greatly. I wish to appreciate your confidence in the healthcare
system to put your investment in it. As I recognize you for this
effort, may I also appreciate the many health care workers who,
despite the call to ‘stay at home’, are in the frontline to save the
lives of Kenyans and others, putting their lives at risk. This we
do not take for granted. I take this opportunity to state that we

have done a lot to address the concerns of the healthcare
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